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differently during pregnancy. It would still be appropriate to
assign a from O99.214 [Obesity complicating
childbirth] with a
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code from category E66-[ Overweight and Obesity]

Generally speaking spinal decompression
surgery is intended to release symptoms
caused by compression on the spinal
cord and/or nerve roots by various
ailments, such as spinal stenosis.

Nerve Roots

Coding ICD-10-PCS spinal decompression
procedures will depend on what body
part is being decompressed.

Spinal cord

Decompression of the spine from L4 down to L5 indicates
release of the nerve roots. Therefore, the lumbar nerve
root body part would be assigned.

A central decompression indicates the spinal cord was
release. Likewise if the “Thecal sac” or “Dural sac” is being
released this documentation also indicates the spinal cord
was released and the spinal cord body part should be
utilized.

If both the nerve root and the spinal
cord are being decompressed both the
nerve root release and spinal cord
release can be coded.
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